Ms. Tubbs-Jones. Now, let me also ask you, sir, I saw your TV ads giving education to people about voting. Can you tell us specifically 

what you told the voter with regard to voting location, sir?

    Secretary Blackwell. Vote in your precinct. What we, had instructed and in accordance with Ohio law, Boards of Elections were to tell voters that they must, in fact, vote in their precinct for their vote to count.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. Did you tell them in their ad that if they couldn't vote in your precinct they could go vote at the Board of Elections?

    Secretary Blackwell. No, the Boards of Elections did.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. No, but you were the one spent $2.5 million doing a TV ad for people who, in fact, have the opportunity to do punch card voting because 70 percent of the people in Ohio do punch card voting.

    Secretary Blackwell. Absolutely.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. In this ad you said, ``Vote your precinct,'' but you never told them that if they couldn't vote in precinct, they could go the Board of Elections and vote. Did you, sir?

    Secretary Blackwell. I sure didn't.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. Excuse me?

    Secretary Blackwell. Can't you hear? I said I sure didn't.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. And you did not why?

    Secretary Blackwell. Because you can only get so much information in a 30-second ad which is the most----

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. That was important information because you just gave that to all of us for the world to see, sir, that either you go vote at a designated voting location, you vote in your precinct, or you go to the Board of Elections.

    Secretary Blackwell. Absolutely. And that is what they were told. We made sure that those 50,000 election officials and poll workers understood that was an option for someone who was in the wrong precinct but was insisting on----

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. But you did an ad statewide.

    Secretary Blackwell. Just----

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. You did an ad statewide that you spent $2.5 million on and you didn't tell them.

    Secretary Blackwell. And it worked.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. Except----

    Secretary Blackwell. It worked. It worked. It worked.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. When you get through saying ``it worked'' let me go on. How many more times are you going to say it worked?

    Secretary Blackwell. It worked. It worked and I will say it worked every time you ask the question. The education program worked and if you want the details on it, you can have them, but it worked. The fact of the matter is that we have--among popular states, we had the best validation rate and that meant that those folks counted.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. But you----

    Secretary Blackwell. And our campaign was----

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. Just let me know when you are done.

    Secretary Blackwell. I sure will. Our campaign was Make Your Vote Count. The surest way to make your vote count was to vote your precinct. What I don't have in here--let me tell you what I don't have in here. We went into a million households by phone and they were essentially urban households and they were disproportionately in your district and in Cleveland. We told people there how to vote their provisional ballot. We told them to call their Board of Elections and we had a system that allowed for that. Let me tell you, as much as you want----

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. Mr. Chairman, I can't let you use all my time answering the questions you have already answered.

    Secretary Blackwell. As much as you want to create a third-world situation in the United States, most households, even in your district, have telephones and we, in fact, called them. We called them. I want you to know that we paid particular attention to your constituents. We called in and told them how to vote that provisional ballot to make their votes count because what I wanted was as many votes to count as humanly possible.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. Are you done, sir?

    Secretary Blackwell. For right now.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. So you specifically said--you called into my district and you told people to go vote their precinct but you never told them they could go vote at the Board of Elections?

    Secretary Blackwell. No, we told them----

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. The answer is yes or no, sir.

    Secretary Blackwell. No, it is not yes or no. We told them to call the Board of Elections so that they would, have the option of where to go.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. But you could have told them. Let us count the words. Vote in your precinct or vote at the Board of Elections. Call the Board of Elections. Same number of words. You could have said to them vote at the Board of Elections. Could you have not, sir?

    Secretary Blackwell. But given that I was elected Secretary of State with a constituency much larger than yours, I chose the language for that ad.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. And in the ad you specifically excluded you could vote at the Board of Elections.

    Secretary Blackwell. Right. Look, let me just say, all you had to do was go back and look at that ad. We told them where to call. We got them to our website. That information was right there so they got that information. We, in fact, made sure that coworkers understood to give them that information. I will tell you what. I refuse to sit here and be harangued by you.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. You know what, Mr. Blackwell? I am not trying to harangue you, sir. If you choose not to----

    Secretary Blackwell. Hold on. Let me----

    The Chairman. Time has expired.

