Statement by Secretary of State J. Kenneth Blackwell
Secretary of State J. Kenneth Blackwell today issued the following statement in reference to U.S. District Judge James G. Carr`s provisional ballot decision:

“Judge Carr`s decision today is a misinterpretation of the Help America Vote Act (HAVA). While HAVA establishes provisional voting nationally, the law specifically leaves the issuing and counting of those ballots to states in accordance with state law. On Tuesday, a federal court in Missouri reaffirmed our understanding of HAVA and contradicted Judge Carr’s interpretation. In addition, the bi-partisan Federal Election Assistance Commission, in a resolution issued Tuesday, acknowledged that Ohio’s provisional ballot law – which is shared by 27 other states – is in compliance with the Help America Vote Act. We continue to believe that Ohio’s laws are fair, just and in compliance with all federal statutes.

“The State of Ohio will file an immediate and expedited appeal with the 6th Circuit Court of Appeals.”

J. Kenneth Blackwell
Ohio Secretary of State

