Ms. Millender-McDonald. But are you saying----

    Secretary Blackwell. So the answer to your question is in Ohio in this election, everybody got a provisional ballot that demanded one. There was a good-faith effort made to tell them that it had to be cast in the precinct in which they resided. Or, as Ohio law says, they could go down and vote at the County Board of Elections and if you happen to live in the county that was forward thinking enough and if they had provisional ballot centers, they could have voted there.

    Ms. Millender-McDonald. I was going to ask you that. Why is it--so, in other words, provisional ballots are one thing but to count those that were submitted is another thing.

    Secretary Blackwell. Right.

    Ms. Millender-McDonald. So you still disenfranchise people for not counting these ballots when, in fact, you should have dragged them down to this provisional center where I suppose you have the setup for them to then follow through on whatever they need to for clearance.

    Secretary Blackwell. They can be told that.

    Ms. Millender-McDonald. I am sorry?

    Secretary Blackwell. I would say in most counties they were told that. Voters have some responsibility. We don't run a taxicab service. The fact is that they were told the precinct in which they could vote and had that vote counted in accordance with Ohio law, not California law, not Massachusetts law. Well, in Massachusetts it wouldn't have counted. We, in fact, told voters that if they still insisted on a ballot, HAVA said they could get a ballot.

    Ms. Millender-McDonald. That is correct.

    Secretary Blackwell. And they got a ballot in Ohio. But Ohio law and the courts that upheld this said, ``We are not going to, in fact, be responsible for disenfranchising you. We will tell you where you are supposed to vote and if you don't want to do it and for whatever reason you want a provisional ballot----

    Ms. Millender-McDonald. But they disenfranchised them anyway.

    Secretary Blackwell. They disenfranchised themselves if they didn't vote in the right precinct. 

