
Blackwell Issues Voter Registration Directive 
COLUMBUS - Secretary of State J. Kenneth Blackwell this week directed county boards of elections to accept otherwise valid voter registration forms in which applicants have failed to submit duplicative citizenship and age affirmation information. The directive is a result of a recent Federal Elections Assistance Commission advisory opinion allowing states discretion in interpreting certain new federal standards for voter registration forms. Previously, forms in which applicants failed to check boxes indicating U.S. citizenship and legal voting age were not considered complete even though the applicant attested to that information elsewhere on the form. 

Also, the directive orders boards of elections to maintain minimum postal paperweight requirements for state voter registration forms. 

The directive reads as follows:

DIRECTIVE NO. 2004-31
September 7, 2004

TO: ALL COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
Members, Directors and Deputy Directors

I. VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS – LINE 1 AND 2
In accordance with the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA), the Ohio voter registration form was revised to meet the new federal requirements, which included adding the following questions that the applicant must answer affirmatively in order for the form to be processed:

1. Are you a U.S. citizen? Yes No
2. Will you be 18 years of age on or before the next general election? Yes No

The prescribed form also contains the following affirmation:
“I declare under penalty of election falsification I am a citizen of the United States, will have lived in this state for 30 days immediately preceding the next election, and I will be at least 18 years of age at the time of the general election.”

The Elections Assistance Commission (EAC) recently issued an opinion that a state may choose to honor the affirmation of citizenship and age, even if the applicant did not check the “yes” boxes for questions 1 and 2. Therefore, I am instructing county boards of elections to accept otherwise valid voter registration applications even if the applicants did not check the “yes” boxes. Please inform all staff processing voter registrations of this important change of instructions.

II. VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS – PAPERWEIGHT

We have received numerous questions concerning the paperweight of the Ohio voter registration form. The form prescribed by the Secretary of State must be printed on white, uncoated paper of not less than 80 lb. text weight. Any Ohio form not printed on this minimum paperweight is considered to be an application for a registration form. Your board should mail the appropriate form to the person listed on the application. 

However, this office cannot dictate the paperweight of the federally prescribed voter registrations forms: the on-line Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) and the “national” form prescribed by the Federal Elections Commission (FEC). Both of those forms may be printed on regular weight (e.g. 20 lb) white paper. 

If you have any questions on this directive, please call my Elections Division at 614-466-2585. 

Sincerely,

J. Kenneth Blackwell
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