Part 1

Ms. Tubbs-Jones. Lastly, sir, are you aware that, in fact, the Secretary of State has the ability to dismiss members of boards of elections?

    Mr. DeWine. Yes, I am.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. And so the argument that it is a bipartisan system, you have one partisan who is capable of dismissing members of the Board of Elections as Kenneth Blackwell threatened to do in this past election, HAVA gives way to the real bipartisan nature of the boards. Does it not, sir?

    Mr. DeWine. Mr. Chairman, to the representative, I believe that he can only remove those board members for cause and would have to replace them with a person of the same party.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. I understand but I am saying to you that he has the ability to dismiss members of the board. In fact, he threatened to do that in this election. Did he not, sir?

    Mr. DeWine. I believe I heard that, yes.

    Ms. Tubbs-Jones. He did, in fact. You didn't just hear it. It was, in fact, all over the newspaper and television that he, in fact, did that. Correct?

    Mr. DeWine. Correct.

